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Pengunjung pasar awam bergejala
diminta lakukan saringan

Putrajaya: Pengunjung pasar
awam, khususnya yang mempu-
nyai gejala seperti batuk, demam
dan sesak nafas disaran tampil
melakukan saringan COVID-19 di
kemudahan kesihatan berdeka-
tan.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
berkata langkah itu penting te-
rutama bagi pengunjung pasar
awam yang mengesyaki mereka
terdedah kepada kes positif.

Penularan wabak COVID-19
yang membabitkan kluster Pa-
sar Borong Kuala Lumpur, se-
takat ini merekodkan 74 kes po-
sitif, dengan 13 daripadanya
membabitkan individu yang bu-
kan menjalankan perniagaan di
pusat penjualan barangan ba-

sah terbabit.

Terbaru, pasar Jalan Othman,
dekat Petaling Jaya ditutup 14
hari mulai kelmarin bagi tujuan
operasi nyah cemar di sekitar
premis terbabit, selepas seorang
peniaga disahkan positif jangki-
tan COVID-19.

Majlis Bandaraya Petaling Ja-
va (MBPJ) kelmarin menyaran-
kan pengunjung yang hadir ke
pasar terbabit antara 4 hingga 18
April perlu mengisi borang un-
tuk melakukan saringan kontak
rapat.

Dr Noor Hisham yakin kes ba-
haru direkodkan di beberapa pa-
sar awam ketika ini berpunca
daripada Kkluster Pasar Borong
Kuala Lumpur yang membabit-
kan segelintir individu sama da-

lam kalangan peserta perhimpu-
nan jemaah tabligh di Masjid Seri
Petaling.

“Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
Diperketatkan (PKPD) akan di-
laksanakan di kawasan berkaitan
jika wujud peningkatan kes men-
dadak, susulan kluster Pasar Bo-
rong Kuala Lumpur” katanya
pada sidang media harian CO-
VID-19 semalam.

Sementara itu, beliau berkata
barisan hadapan yang berkhid-
mat di hospital COVID-19 akan
disaring setiap dua minggu apa-
bila atau kit ujian pantas (RTK)
vang dibeli dari Korea Selatan
tiba, dijangka akhir minggu ini
atau minggu depan.

Katanya, RTK yang merekod-
kan ketepatan bacaan dan be-

rupaya memberikan keputusan
dalam tempoh kKurang 45 minit
itu juga akan digunakan di ne-
geri lain seperti Sabah dan Sa-
rawak.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, kadar
ujian saringan COVID-19 dijalan-
kan secara tertumpu, khususnya
untuk golongan berisiko di Ma-
laysia ketika ini ialah 4.75 bagi
setiap sejuta penduduk.

“Sehingga hari ini (semalam),
kita sudah lakukan 152,142 ujian
dan ia diutamakan kepada go-
longan berisiko dan secara ter-
tumpu.

“Saringan akan tetap dijalan-
kan setiap hari dan Kita jangka
kapasiti ujian selari pertamba-
han makmal akan ditingkatkan
lagi,” katanya.
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Sungai Selangor tercemar lagi

Luas aktiflcan kod kuning untuk mulakan siasatan

Oleh Norzamira Che Noh
am(@hmetro.com.my

Shah Alam

ir Selangor Sdn Bhd

(Air Selangor) mene-

rusi Ops Sumber Air

berjaya mengesan insiden

pencemaran di alur KL-La-

rut ke Sungai Selangor, dekat
sini, pagi kelmarin.

Bagaimanapun, tiada hen-

ti tugas Loji Rawatan Air

(LRA) berlaku dan tiada
gangguan bekalan air kepada
pengguna.

Lembaga Urus Air Selang-
or (Luas) berkata, susulan
itu, kod kuning berdasarkan
manual kecemasan pence-
maran sumber air diaktifkan
bagi siasatan secara menye-
luruh di kawasan terbabit.

“Hasil siasatan menemu-
kan kesan tompokan yang
disyaki minyak hidraulik
berhampiran sebuah kilang

yang menjalankan aktiviti
pengilangan besi.

“Bagaimanapun,  kilang
berkenaan sudah menghen-
tikan operasi buat semen-
tara waktu bermula 18 Mac
lalu kerana Perintah Kawa-
lan Pergerakan (PKP).

“Siasatan di tapak itu juga
menemui longgokan tong
minyak kosong selain ter-
dapat kolam sisa minyak ter-
pakai.

“Luas mengambil tinda-

menyeluruh kesan tompokan disyaki minyak

kan pantas dengan mema-
sang oil-boom dan oil-pad di
kawasan alur terbabit bagi
mengawal baki aliran mi-
nyak pada jarak 600 meter
dari mengalir ke dalam
Sungai Selangor,” katanya di
sini, semalam.

Menurut kenyataan itu,
pihak Air Selangor mema-
sang oil-boom berdekatan ka-
wasan muka sauk Loji Ra-
watan Air (LPA) S5P1, S5P2
dan SSP3.

Selain itu, pihak Indah Wa-
ter Konsortinm Sdn Bhd
(IWK) dalam proses untuk
menyedut sisa minyak ber-
kenaan dengan kadar segera.

“Luas juga sudah menga-
rahkan pemilik premis supa-
ya menyediakan pengha-
dang minyak bagi tangki
simpanan minyak diesel un-
tuk mengurangkan risiko
tumpahan.

“labatan
(JAS) pula

Alam  Sekitar
mengeluarkan

arahan lapangan kepada pe-
milik premis tersebut agar
menyimpan tong minyak
kosong itu di kawasan ter-
tutup,” katanya.

Jelas kenyataan itu lagi,
persampelan dilakukan oleh
Luas dan Air Selangor serta
pemantauan rapi di tapak
dilaksanakan dari semasa ke
semasa bersama pihak ber-
kaitan bagi memastikan
pencemaran terkawal dan
ditangani sepenuhnya.
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PENGURUSAN SAMPAR SISTEMATIK

KPB dengan kerjasama DBKL sedia tapak khas sisih sayur-sayuran dengan sisa pepejal lain

Oleh Nurul Husna Mahmud
nurul _husna@hmetro.com.my

Menurut kajian yang
dijalankan Jabatan
Pengurusan Sisa Pepejal
Negara (JPSPN) pada tahun
2012, sisa makanan antara
sisa yang paling banyak
dihasilkan di Malaysia
iaitu sebanyak kira-Kira
31 peratus hingga 45
peratus daripada jumlah
Keseluruhan sisa yang
dijana setiap hari.

Daripada jumlah ini,
sektor perindustrian,
komersial dan keinstitusian
(ICH yang merangkumi
pasar borong, basah serta
tani sahaja menghasilkan
31.4 peratus.

Tidak terkecuali Pasar
Borong Kuala Lumpur
di Pusat Bandar Utara
Selayvang vang mempunyai
148 gerai dan dibahagik.
kepada tiga bahagian iaitu
buah-buahan, sayur
sayuran dan makanan laut,

Rutin pasar yang
bermula setiap jam 3 pagi
menyaksikan lori keluar
masuk membawa bahan
basah dan fasa seterusnya
adalah penyisihandan
pembungkusan semula.

Dalam tidak sedar
sisa sayur-savuran yang
disisihkan bertaburan
di kawasan persekitaran
pasar borong kerana tiada
sistem pengasingan sampah
vang baik atau sistematik
meskipun pihak berkuasa
tempatan iaitu Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur
(DBKL) melalui Alam Flora
Sdn Bhd membersihkan
kawasan berkenaan setiap
hari.

Senario lain
memburukkan situasi
berkenaan ialah kebiasaan
dalam kalangan peniaga
dan peruncit bertindak
membuang say
pepejal lain ke dalam tong
yangsama.

Tindakan ini
menyebabkan sisa sampah
melimpah ke jalanan
atau lantai kawasan dan
lama kelamaan ia mula
membusuk dan lalu
menghasilkan air larut
resapan mengalir ke dalam
longkang vang kemudian
disalurkan ke sungai
berhampiran seperti Sungai
Batu. Implikasi daripada
kualiti air, bau dan nilai
estetik sungai menyusut
atau terjejas.

Kelemahan lain dilihat
dalam pengurusan sisa

ek

Lhi ot giges

AKTIVITI sisihan sayur menyebabkan taburan

sayur dan

LALAT
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e

INFOGRAFIK daripada sisa
makanan kepada larva.

dimanfaatkan golongan dihasilkan oleh larva lalat

lain,

"KPB sudah
menjalinkan kerjasama
dengan Betsol Sdn Bhd
untuk membekalkan sisa
sisihan sayur-sayuran
kepada sumber makanan
kepada larva serangga lalat
askar hitam (Hermetia
ilucens). Larva serangga
ini padat dengan sumber
protein akan diproses dan
dijual sebagai makanan
ikan hiasan atau makanan
ternakan seperti ayam,
manakala residu vang

sampah di kawasan

pasar borong ialah

kos pengendalian dan
kebergantungan terhadap
tapak pelupusan sampah
meningkat.

Menyedari hal itu,
Konsortium Pasar Borong
Sdn Bhd (KPB) dengan
kerjasama Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur

sebuah tapak khas
sebesar 400 meter persegi
di pekarangan pasar

vang
bekerjasama iaitu
DBKL bertindak dengan
menvediakan tong
sampah khas untuk sisa
sayur-sayuran sahaja

ini dijadikan sebagai baja
organik.

"Pihak Betsol Sdn Bhd
juga sudah menyediakan
tong RORO mereka sendiri
untuk mengangkut sisa
sayur vang disisihkan, tiga
kali seminggu ke pusat
operasi mereka di Rawang,
Selangor,” katanya.

Sejak inisiatif dimulakan
schingga November
2019, pihak KPB berjaya
mengurangkan 53,000kg
sisa organik daripada savur
sayurandihantar ke tapak

(DBKL) disokong Jabatan
Pengairan dan Saliran
{JPS) Malaysia mengambil
inisiatif menambah baik
©m pengurusan sisa
sampah di Pasar Borong
Kuala Lumpur.

Menurut Pengarah
Urusan Konsortium Pasar
Borong Sdn Bhd Azrin
Shah Ismail kolaborasi
pihaknyva bersama agensi
berkenaan membawa
kepada penyelesaian isu
sisa makanan bertaburan
menerusi penvediaan tapak
sisihan sayur-sayuran
arasistematik
"Pada bulan April 2019,
KPBsudah menvediakan

se

sementara Alam Flora pula
membekalkan tong RORO
(Roll-on Roll-off) untuk sisa
pepejal lain,

"Pihak KPBjuga
mewajibkan peniaga dan
peruncit untuk menyisih
sayur-sayuran, mengasing
sisa dan membuang ke tong
khas yang disediakan,”
katanya,

Tambah Azrin lagi 80
peratus daripada anggaran
440 kilogram (kg) sampah
setiap hari membabitkan
sisa organik daripada sayur
sayuran dan buah-buahan
vang dibuang oleh peruncit
serta peniaga ditukar
kepada sesuatu boleh

>
SISA sayuran dis isitlmrr peniaga.

AZRIN Shah

pelupusan sampah Bukit
Tagar dan menjimatkan
kos pengurusan
sertamengurangkan
kebergantungan terhadap
tapak pelupusan sampah
vang kini mengalami

isu kekurangan tapak
pelupusan.

Selain ituia membantu
DBKL dalam penjimatan
kos pengangkutan dan
‘bayaran tip' untuk
40,000kg sisa sayur
sayuran sebanyak
RM25,000 pada enam bulan
pertama pelaksanaannya.
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5,433 sampel diuji, 10 positif Covid-19

Kerajaan
Selangor
mengambil
inisiatif
melaksanakan
pemeriksaan
komuniti
bersasar di
kawasan zon
merah.

SHAH ALAM - Seramai
10 orang daripada 5,433
individu yang disaring
dalam beberapa pemerik-
saan komuniti bersasar di
bawah Inisiatif Saringan
Komuniti Covid-19 Kera-
jaan Selangor disahkan
positif koronavirus (Co-
vid-19).

Menteri Besar Sela-

ngor, Datuk Seri Amiru-
din Shari dalam satu ke-
nyataan semalam berkata,
lapan daripada 10 kes
positif itu merupakan pe-
sakit tidak bergejala.
Menurutnya, kerajaan
Selangor melaksanakan
pemeriksaan komuniti
bersasar di kawasan zon
merah bagi membantu

usaha melandaikan keluk
sekali gus memutuskan
rantaian Covid-19.

“Inisiatif Saringan
Komuniti Covid-19 ini
berlangsung sebanyak tu-
juh pusingan melibatkan
enam kawasan bermula
dengan daerah Hulu
Langat pada 11 dan 12
April dan berakhir de-
ngan Bandar Baru Sela-
yang pada 22 dan 23 Ap-
ril lalu.

“Kami akan menerus-
kan saringan komuniti di
Selangor bagi membantu
usaha Kementerian
Kesihatan mengenal pas-
ti individu dijangkiti Co-
vid-19 terutama dalam
kalangan mereka yang
berisiko tinggi,” katanya.
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Minyak hidraulik nyaris masuk Sungai Selangor

SHAH ALAM - Tinda-
kan pantas diambil mene-
rusi Ops Sumber Air di-
laksanakan Pengurusan
Air Selangor Sdn Bhd
(Air Selangor) berjaya
mengelakkan gangguan
bekalan air kepada peng-
guna kelmarin.

Lembaga Urus Air Se-
langor (LUAS) dalam satu
kenyataan memaklumkan,
hasil pemantauan dilaku-
kan Air Selangor, satu
insiden pencemaran dike-
san di alur Kolam KL-
Larut ke Sungai Selangor
pada jam 11.20 pagi.

Menurut kenyataan
itu, Kod Kuning berdasar-
kan Manual Kecemasan
Pencemaran Sumber Air
diaktifkan bagi siasatan
secara menyeluruh di ka-
wasan terlibat.

P

Tindakan pantas diambil menerusi pemantauan Ops Sumber Air

A it

berjaya mengelakkan gangguan bekalan air di Selangor kelmarin.

“Siasatan menemukan
kesan tompokan minyak
disyaki minyak hidraulik
berhampiran sebuah ki-
lang yang menjalankan
aktiviti pengilangan besi.

“Premis terbabit
menghentikan operasi
buat sementara waktu
bermula 18 Mac lalu eko-
ran Perintah Kawalan Per-

gerakan (PKP),” menurut
kenyataan yang dikeluar-
kan di sini semalam.
Kenyataan itu memak-
lumkan, siasatan di tapak
juga menemukan long-
gokan tong minyak ko-
song selain terdapat ko-
lam sisa minyak terpakai.
LUAS mengambil tin-
dakan pantas dengan me-

masang oil-boom dan
oil-pad di kawasan alur
bagi mengawal baki aliran
minyak pada jarak 600
meter dari mengalir ke
dalam Sungai Selangor.
Sementara itu pihak
Air Selangor memasang
oil-boom berdekatan ka-
wasan muka sauk loji
pembersihan air (LPA)
SSP1, SSP2 dan SSP3.
“LUAS mengarahkan
pemilik premis menyedi-
akan penghadang minyak
bagi tangki simpanan mi-
nyak diesel untuk mengu-
rangkan risiko tumpahan.
“Jabatan Alam Sekitar
(JAS) telah mengeluarkan
arahan lapangan kepada
pemilik premis menyim-
pan tong minyak kosong
itu di kawasan tertutup,”
menurut kenyataan itu.
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Saman bekas menteri terhadap
Jamal Yunos jalani perbicaraan penuh

KUALA LUMPUR - Sa-
man fitnah yang dikemu-
kakan bekas Menteri Te-
naga, Sains, Teknologi,
Alam Sekitar dan Peru-
bahan Iklim, Yeo Bee Yin
terhadap Ketua UMNO
Bahagian Sungai Besar,
Datuk Seri Jamal Md Yu-
nos berhubung dana Ya-
yasan Warisan Anak Se-
langor (Yawas) akan
menjalani perbicaraan
penuh.

Peguam, Mohammed
Nasser Yusof yang mewa-
kili Jamal berkata, ini ke-
rana kedua-dua pihak
gagal mencapai kata se-
pakat menerusi proses
pengantaraan.

Beliau berkata, bagai-
manapun, mahkamah be-
lum menetapkan tarikh
perbicaraan dan kes itu
ditetapkan untuk pengu-
rusan kes di hadapan Ha-
kim Datuk Rozana Ali
Yusoff pada 21 April na-
mun tarikh itu telah diko-
songkan.

“Saya menerima satu
e-mel daripada mahka-
mah semalam (kelmarin)
yang memaklumkan ba-
hawa ia telah menetapkan

n/lahkamah belum
menetapkan tarikh
perbicaraan dan
kes itu ditetapkan
untuk pengurusan
kes di hadapan
Hakim Datuk
Rozana Ali Yusoff
pada 21 April
namun tarikh itu
telah dikosongkan.”

24 Jun sebagai penguru-
san kes bagi memboleh-
kan kedua-dua pihak me-
ngemas kini mahkamah
mengenai perkembangan
kes itu dan untuk mene-
tapkan tarikh perbica-
raan,” katanya melalui
mesej di aplikasi Whats-
App di sini semalam.

Pada 14 Jun 2017, Bee
Yin memfailkan saman
menuntut ganti rugi seba-
nyak RMS juta daripada
Jamal yang didakwa me-
ngeluarkan kenyataan ber-
baur fitnah berhubung
penyalahgunaan dana Ya-
was. - Bernama
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GOOD NEWS
Fewer
dengue
cases
recorded in
Klang >4
i g
Active cleaning during MCO leads to
decreased incidence as mosquito
breeding grounds eradicated
By EDWARD RAJENDRA “People are at home and this has led to
edward@thestar.com.my the cleaning up of both the inside and areas
within their compounds.
DENGUE cases in Klang district have seen a “Another factor in the spread of the den-
drop from January to April 19 this year gue virus is human movement. Less move-
compared to the corresponding period last ment means fewer chances of a healthy
year. person being bitten by the Aedes mosquito
Klang Municipal Council (MPK) Health and becoming infected,” he said.
and Environment Department director He added that with the MCO, the virus
Azmi Muji said 4,699 people were admitted  had been hindered from spreading within
in hospitals for dengue fever up to April 19 the community.
compared to the same period last year, “In the past, our health inspectors used to
which saw 6,391 people confirmed with the  advise people to clean their homes but the MPK health
illness. excuse was their busy schedules. But now department

“Based on this data, we are seeing a
downward trend in dengue cases. We
believe it is due to the active approach of
people cleaning up their surroundings.

“The virus claimed seven lives this year
compared with three from January to April
19 last year,” he added. In 2019, Klang dis-
trict recorded a total of 13,057 cases - the
highest dengue statistic recorded since 2010
- with a total of seven deaths.

Azmi added that the downward trend in
cases was due to the government's move-
ment control order (MCO) to stop the spread
of Covid-19 which has had a positive impact
on dengue cases.

people are cleaning their homes and remov-
ing mosquito breeding sites in and outside
their houses,” he said.

Azmi added that a clean-up campaign to
wipe out mosquito breeding grounds was
ongoing and the department had intensified
efforts since early March.

“Most of the time, the mosquito larvae
are found in plastic drink bottles and cups
discarded in drains or in between shrubs.
The best approach to fighting dengue is by
eradicating mosquito breeding habitats at
source,” he said.

Fogzing exercises and spraying of insecti-
cides to control the adult mosquito popula-

tion was also a way to prevent dengue.

“Other than that, we noticed that less lit-
ter had been dumped on the roads as fewer
people were out and about,” he said, adding
that this meant there were fewer breeding
spots for the mosquito.

Dengue is a major problem in Selangor,
which recorded 72,543 cases last year, with
56 deaths.

employee spraying
insecticide to
destroy mosquito

2 larvae.

DENGUE CASES IN KLANG DISTRICT
(Jan 1 — April 1)

Year Confirmed cases  Deaths
2019 6,391 3
2020 4,699 7
Source: MPK Health and Envirenment Dept
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Disinfection carried out in Selayang and Gombak

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

DISINFECTION and cleaning exer-
cise on a large scale has been ongo-
ing in parts of Selayang and
Gombak, where certain mixed
commercial and residential areas
were cordoned off under the
enhanced movement control order
(MCO) as a measure to prevent the
spread of Covid-19.

Selayang Municipal Council’s
(MPS) Solid Waste Management
and Health Department together
with Gombak District Health Office
disinfected six areas under
enhanced MCO, where all roads
leading in and out of the areas
were closed.

MPS councillor S, Deveandran
said the council used two lorry
tankers with water jets to spray the
hleach compound to disinfect the
five-foot way.

“Five MPS staff have been
assigned to handle each lorry tank-
er. It will take some time to ensure
all areas are disinfected.

“Since Saturday heavy rain in
the late afternoons slowed the
operations but it is ongoing,” he
said.

On Saturday, Selayang Baru in
Gombak became the seventh area
to be placed under the enhanced
MCO. It would be enforced until
May 3.

The affected areas are Zone A
(Jalan Indah 3 and Jalan Indah 5A,
Selayang Indah), Zone B (Jalan
Indah 21, Lembah Indah, Selayang
Baru), Zone C (Jalan Besar Selayang
Baru, Jalan 1 and Jalan Indah 21,
Selayang Baru), Zone D (Jalan 3,5, 7
and 9, Selayang Baru), Zone E
(Jalan 2,4, 6 and 8, Selayang Baru),
and Zone F (Blok A, B and C,
Selayang Makmur).

Deveandran added that with the
help of the Social Welfare
Department (JKM), he and a group
of volunteers had been seeing to
the well-being of the people.

“We have been giving out food
ration to the 3,600 people within
the lockdown area. Our team of
volunteers and JKM staff are help-
ing to meet the peoples’ needs
including the foreigners who make
up half of the po%ulntion in the
lockdown area,” he said.

Deveandran oversees Zone 7
including Kampung Nakhoda,
Taman Laksarnana, Laksamana
Permai, Taman Selayang, Taman

Sri Astana, Putra Laksamana,
layang Makmur, K

Lal Villa Lak and

K:mpung Selayang Baru (Jalan 2 to

18).

On Monday, a check showed all
shops within the enhanced MCO
area were shut while those located
outside remained open for essen-
tial business such as groceries and
food.

Deveandran said MPS workers
removed piles of rubbish and dis-
infected all touch points where
germs could spread easily, such as
escalator handles, trolleys for bags,
railings and doorknobs.

Another MPS councillor, U Chin
Ong, who visited the restricted
areas, urged locals and foreigners
to observe a high standard of
hygiene and adhere to social dis-
tancing.

“Health Department officers are
doing the compulsory Covid-19
screening test.

“Residents in the enhanced MCO
area are giving their full coopera-
tion and the screening is going on
smoothly,” he said, adding that
MPS frontliners were advised to be
extra cautious when carrying out
their work.

MPS using a lorry tanker to disinfect the areas in Selayang Baru that is
under enhanced MCO.

Areas in
Selayang Baru
cordoned off
with razor mesh
wire.
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Five appointed to helm ports for two years

SHAH ALAM: The Port Klang
Authority (PKA) has appointed
Datuk Chong Sin Woon as its new
chairman for a two-year period,
effective April 18.

PKA said the appointment was
announced by the Transport
Ministry after receiving the assent
of Yang di-Pertuan Agong .!\I-Sultan
Abdullah Ri' idin A fi
Billah Shah.

“The appointment is pursuant to

Subsection 2(4)(b) of the Port
Authorities Act 1963.

“As a body that regulates the
main port in Malaysia, PKA is confi-
dent that this appointment will sup-
port the role and function of the
board in managing and developing
the port in a sustainable way, and
thus drive the country’s economic
growth,” it said in a statement as
reported by Bernama.

Chong, the MCA secretary-zener-

al, replaced Ean Yong Hian Wah.
PKA said Port Klang is Malaysia's

largest port that handles almost

50% of the country’s trade.
Last year, Port Klang h

Aod

Datuk Koh Chin Han has been
appointed as the chairman of the
Melaka Port Authority.

The MCA central committee

her's i will be in

13.5 million twenty-foot equivalent
units in container volume, which
put it at the 12th spot among the
world’s main container ports,
reported Bernama.

Meanwhile, four others were
also appointed to helin other ports.

effect for two years starting April
18

Betong MP Datuk Robert Lawson
Chuat is the new chief for Bintulu
Port Authority.

The Parti Pesaka Bumiputera
Bersatu politician's appointment

also starts on April 18, for two years.

In Penang, MCA vice-president
and also state MCA chairman
Datuk Tan Teik Cheng has been
appointed as the new Penang Port
Commission chairman, where else
Kemaman MP Che Alias Hamid,
from PAS, is the new chairman for
the Kemaman Port Authority in
Terengganu.

Both tenure is also for two years
beginning April 18.

40D, A LANGOR
N Tl 135564 MSS/TST/ 4SS M Fa : 835513 5560
il sbtakbbanges Bmal cnm



29 Apr 2020
The Star, Malaysia

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

i TINGEAT 4, Wsiﬁu‘?l‘mqmmmww.
Author: No author available « Section: Metro « Audience : 175,986 « Page: 4 é’ e
Printed Size: 141.00cm? « Region: KL * Market: Malaysia « Photo: Black/white =1
ASR: MYR 3,384.00 « ltem ID: MY0039561647 =

&isentia.mediaportal

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in
any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner. Page 1 of 1

Dialysis patients receive

face masks and hand sanitiser
PATIENTS at NSCMH Dialysis Care (Seri the middle- and lower-income group.
Kembangan branch) in Taman Serdang “Many are in the B40 group and need to
Utama no longer have to resort to reusing seek treatment at the dialysis centre three
face masks. times a week.

The centre received 300 face masks and “For some, treatment is provided at a
300 bottles of hand sanitiser from Seri subsidised rate, while it is free of charge
Kembangan assemblyman Ean Yong Hian for others, depending on their circumstanc-
Wah. es.

He said the non-profit organisation was “Now many of these patients are jobless
facing an acute shortage of face masks, since the movement control order (MCO)
which were essential to prevent the spread came into force on March 18,” he said, add-
of Covid-19. ing that he would also provide them 50

“Some patients are reusing face masks packs of food.
while others are using home-made cloth The assemblyman, who allocates funds to
masks, which are not suitable for preven- the dialysis centre every year, is appealing
tion of virus spread,” he said. to the public to donate to the organisation

The centre currently has 45 patients from  so that it can help more patients.
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Double whammy
for budget hotels

[ BY RAJVINDER SINGH

newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Budget hotels are facing a
double whammy as they are unable to get
bank loans and landlords have not been
willing to reduce their rent.

Deputy chairman of the Malaysia Budget
Hotel Association Dr Sri Ganesh Michiel said
budget hotel operators are unable to get the
loans promised by the government because
they are seen as high-risk.

He said the government appointed banks to
disburse the loans because the industry has
been badly hit by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Sri Ganesh said the main problem is that
banks are using the normal criteria when
assessing loan applications by budget hotels.

“They are not taking into account the
present situation and the problems faced by
budget hotels.

“We have no customers and we need
money to stay afloat, pay rental and staff
salaries,” he said.

Sri Ganesh said budget hotel operators

3

g

have invested about RM1 million to RM3
million to start their businesses and because of
the high investment, the tenancy agreement is
for 15 years on average.

He said because some of the hotel
operators are not able to pay the rent, the
landlords are threatening to take over the
building.

“Some of the operators have not been able
to meet the landlords because they do not
know who they are. They usually go through an
agent to rent a building,” he told theSun.

Despite the government giving a
moratorium on loans, Sri Ganesh said a
number of landlords have not granted such
concessions or reduced the rent.

Sri Ganesh said an average 20-room hotel
needs about RM40,000 a month to operate.

He said 15% to 20% of the 2,300 members
may close shop if no help is forthcoming, and
budget hotels in Penang, Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur
and Johor Baru are most likely to cease
operations first.

Sri Ganesh said on average, each hotel
employs about 10 people, which may put

L I
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> Operators
unable toget loans,
rent discounts

23,000 workers out of a job.

“One other problem faced by budget hotels
is the mixed message that is coming from the
government.

“The Tourism Ministry states that budget
hotels can operate as they form part of
essential services but local authorities are not
allowing them to do so.

“If hotels open their doors, they will be
fined and told to stop operating by the local
authorities,” he added.

Sri Ganesh said they are unable to appeal
when issued with a fine, nor do they know who
to contact because most local authority offices
are closed.

He said a common consensus is needed on
how to deal with such issues.

“We should be allowed to operate because
many essential services workers from out of
state are moving around and they need a place
to stay.”

Sri Ganesh said hotels will be the last
industry to recover as people will be afraid to
travel and stay in hotel rooms as they may feel
the room could be infected with the virus.

LONG WAIT
«.. Passengers
arriving at KLIA
in Sepang,
Selangor
yesterday to be
quarantined
before they can
go home to
prevent the
spread of
Covid-19.

- ZAHID
1ZZANI/
THESUN
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Yeo’s defamation suit
against Jamal to proceed

KUALA LUMPUR: The defamation suit
brought by former Energy, Science,
Technology, Environment and Cli-
mate Change Minister Yeo Bee Yin
against Sungai Besar Umno division
chief Datuk Seri Jamal Md Yunos in
connection with the Yayasan Warisan
Anak Selangor fund will go to full tri-
al. Lawyer Mohammed Nasser Yusof,
who is representing Jamal, said this
was because both parties failed to
reach a settlement through media-
tion. The court had yet to set the trial
dates and the case management be-
fore Judge Datuk Rozana Ali Yusoff,
which was set for April 21, was va-
cated. “I received an email from the
court yesterday setting June 24 as the
new date for both parties to update
the court on the development of the
case and to fix trial dates.” Bernama
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